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PROPOSALS 


For the better Management of the Affairs of 
the POOR. 


and Imployment of the Poor of this Kingdom, and of late feve- 

ral very Honourable Efſayes by Propoſals for ſupplying the De- 

fets of ſuch Laws (as thole of Sir Joſiah Child, Mr. Firmin and 

others ;) yet we find fo little Remedy of the Evils thereby in- 
rended to be prevented, thar many Hundreds of E $ and Neceſſicous 
People go, lye, and are carryed about the Streets of this City and Sub- 
urbs, forced, as they ſay, to prevent their Starving: This being a very 
great diſhonour to the Chriſtian Profeſſion in General, and our Nation 
in Particular : Yet a great many Well-minded People are with Bowels 
of Compaſſion forced daily to be Eye-Witnefſes .of, whoſe Concern for 
thole Miſerable Objects is Augmented, when they conſider the Vaſt Sums 
of Money, that, by the Charity of our Predecefſours, Standing Rates, 
Cuſtomary Colleftions, &c. are appropriated to their Ute, 


. Lthough many good Laws have formerly been made for Reliet 


The many Imbezzlements and Miſapplications of this Stock being, 
as we apprehend, the Principal Cauſe of all the Miferies theſe Poor 
W retches ſuſtain; having good reafon to believe that the preſent In. 
comes tothe Ute of the Poor is ſufficient for their Maintenance, if un- 
der a better Management ; eſpecially, when disburden'd of that great 
Number of Seamens Wives, Children, and Relations, whoſe Necellities 
for want of their timely pay, though in His Majeſties Service, forces 
them ro apply themſelves for Relief, and neceſſitates the Pariſhes to 
contribute to their wants to prevent their periſhing : For the preven- 
tion of -all which "Evils for the future, and obtaining the good which 
will Naturally follow a better Regulation ; Thele following are humbly 


offer'd ro your Serious Conſiderations. 
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That for the Future each Seamans Wife, or Perſon by him !mpowred, 
ſhall receive every T hird Moneth to him growing due ro be paid at &1is 
Majeſties Pay Office in London, 

T hat all former Incorporated Bodies, intruſted with Power and ?'a- 
nagement of the Aﬀeairs of the Poor, be diſſolv d. 

I hat all Beggars, on what pretence loever be prohibited. 

T hat all Feaſting upon Pariſh-Stocks be prohibited, and each Man ob- 
liged to bear the Charge of his Office in relation to the Poor , and pay 
as others. 

That the Cities of Lodo and Welt minfter, Zurrough of forthwark, 
and all other Places within the Bills of Mortality be Ailociated into one 
Province or Body. 

That there be one Aſſembly of Men Incorporated with perpetual Suc- 
ceſſion, ty the Names of Fathers of the Poor ; their Number to equalize 
the Pariſhes ; tobe Choſen once in  hree Years at leaſt by the Vajority of 
each Pariſh, out of the moſt Honourable, either ofche City or Countrey, 
within Ten Miles of the Community. 

That this great Body-have power to make ſuch-By-Laws, Ordinances 
and Orders as they ſhall chink fic, for the good Governing, Imploying, 
and Maintaining: the Poor ; and Copies of all ſuch Laws by them made, 
preſented to the Honourable Houſe of Commons; Each firſt ſucceeding, 
Seſſions by them to be-Confirmed ; oras likewiſe Annually for ever to deli- 
ver - Copy to the ſaid  Honourable- Houle-of the Preceeding-Years Pro- 
ceedings. 

Tha the ſaid Corporation ſhall, and may, without Licence in Afort- 
»14ain Purchaſe or Receive any: Lands, Tenements, Herediraments, not 
exceeding the Yearly Value of the Gift , Alienation, oc Device of any 
Perſon or Perſons who ſhall be enabled togive the ſame, and any Goods, 
Chattels, or Sums of Money whatſoever to the uſe of the Poor, 

That Four in each Pariſh, out of ſuch as have ſerved all other Pariſh- 
Offices, . be Yearly Choſen Overſeers of the Poor. 

That to Enable the Overſeers the better to Dilcharge their Truſt, and 
undergoe the Trouble, there be added tothem a double- Number, by the 
Name of Supervitors ; T wo of which to be the Church-Wardens for the 
:ime being, rhe orcher to be Choſen out of ſuch as have ſerved all Ward 
and Fariſh-Offices, or Men of known Eſtate and Honeſty : The Choice 
to be by the Majoricy of Pariſhioners paying to the Poor ; and for preven- 
ting all Miſtakes, Miſunderſtandings, or Clandeſtine Impoſitions in ſuch 
Choyce, the Clark of each Pariſh be obliged to make a Publick Declara- 
tion of *ummons to the Pariſhioners the Sndsy Preceeding the Choice ; 
which ſhall be made the Succeeding Thurſday, by the. Majority then ap- 
pearing. 


That 
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That the-Overſeers and Supervifors do meet in the: Veſtry of the Re- 
ſpeRtive Pariſh Churches every Sabbath-day in the Evening, immediately 
afrer Service or Sermon, to hear the Applications, and fettle the Aﬀairs 
of the Poor ; but in cate above Five of the Twelve be. Abſent, all Buſi- 
neſs to be adjourn d until the Major part ſtall meet. 

That A Liſt be taken of all Gifts and other Incomes to the. Ufſe of the 
Poor ; as likewile of all Penſioners and their Penſions; a Copy of which 
Yearly to be affixed in 1uch place of each Church, as the Body of Twelve 
{hall appoint. 

Thar each Overſeer with Two Superviſors take their Turns Weekly 
to viſit the Poor, and take Care of all Accidental, as Foundlings, &c. 
as likewite of all ſuch who in that Week: ſhall have applyed themſelves 
for Penſions, or other Aſſiſtance ; and make the Report thereof ro the 
Body the next Locds Day. 

1 hat each Overteer Receive from the Body a Liſt of all Penſioners, 
and their Penſions under his Charge for the Succeeding Week. 

T har all Moneys as they grow due, either by Rents, Rates, Bells, 
Palls, Graves, Accidental Gifts, &©c. ſhall be received by the Overleer 
that Week ; he to be accountable to the Body the next Sabbath-aay. 

That for each Pariſh a Cheſt be made with Three different Locks, 
the Keys tobe intruſtedin the hands of Three of the Eldeſt of the Body 
of Twelve; in which Cheſt ſhall be kept in a Book fairly written , the 
Account of each Preceeding Week fign'd by all the Members preſent ar 
the paſſing thereof; as likewiſe all Moneys that ſhall be in Stock and Wri- 
ting, as belong to the Pariſh in right of the Poor, This Chelt not to 
be opened bur in Preſence of Two art leaſt of the Intruſted Members. 

T hat this Body have Power to Demand of any Perſon or Perſons, the 
Inſpections of all Papers or Writings whatſoever, in order to the Dit- 
covery of any Clandeſtine Mortgages, Sales, or other Illegal Conveyances 
or Settlements : As likewiſe - to Sue for, and proſecute the Rights of 
each Pariſh in any Courts of Law or Equity. ; Free of any Fees whatlce- 
ver, the Proſecution being in Right of True Paupers. 

That for the more Regular Management aad Settling the Succeſſion oi 
this Society Yearly, with the Four Overſeers and Two Church-War- 
dens , Three of the Supervitors go off. Their Vacancies to be ſupplyed, 
as in the Niath Article. 

That for the timely prevention of choſe Miſchiefs which will actend 
any Miſtakes that this Body may, its poſſible; commit ; they ſhall be ob- 
lig'd within Fourteen dayes after each Quarter-Day, to carry into the 
Fathers at ſuch place as by them ſhall be appointed, their Originals, 
Weekly Books ; and Yearly preſent a. Copy of the Liſt, as im the 
Eleventh Article, 
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That each Member of either the Great or Leſſer Bodies, be obliged to 
AQt in his Station upon the Penalty of As like- 
wiſe each Pariſh to chooſe their Member or Repreſencative within the 
time limiced, upon the Penalty of 

That in all Furure Rates or Aſſeſsments to be made for the Poor, 
every Man qualify'd may have his Voice by his Repreſentative; T welve 
Men be Yearly Choſen in the Method, (as in the Ninth Article ) 
and added to the Body of Twelve z which Twenty Four ſhal] have 
Power to Compleat and Impoſe all Rates, and all Perſons aggrieved to 
appeal to the Fathers. 

How Honourable will the Memory of that Seſſions be, to this and Fu- 
ture Ages, who are Founders of tuch, or like Conſtitutions ; when as the 
Effeas of them, they ſee ſuch Bodies of Worthy Men diſcharging their Pa- 
ternal Duty to Widows, Orphans, Strangers, and Neceſſitous People. 

Such Regular Buildings in each Quarter of the Society , thar one may 
contain Six or Seven Hundred People, with ſuch Governours, Matrons and 
Inferiour Officers, whoſe Exemplary Lives, in all Modeſty and Honeſty, 
may be of great Service to thoſe Poor, Ruff, and Unpolliſh'd People. 

Thoſe that before were almoſt Eaten up with Filth and Vermin, Cloa- 
thed with Nautious Rags and Dirt ; now of Cleanly and Wholeſome 
Countenance, in Modeſt Cloath, Tight and Whole in Shoes, Stockings, 
and Linnen. | 

Thoſe that before did Eat, and were Lodg'd more like Brutes than 
Mankind ; now Twice per Day, Sitting, Eating, and Drinking Good 
and W holeſome Proviſions, and in Order : And that which is moſt Praiſe- 
worthy, Taught ſenſibly to crave a Bleſſing from the Lord upon, and 
Rerurn Thanks for his-Daily Proviſions : And for their Reception at 
Night, Good and Cleanly Lodgings prepared. 

hoſe that whil'ſt unhiv'd were a Swarm of Droans and Peſt to the 
Society, become (oh a Miracle) [nduſtrious Bees, each contributing ſome- 
thing to the ſupport of the General ; fucha Number in the Service of the 
Kitchen, ſuch in the Laundrey, ſuch in the Wardrobe, ſuch in the Nur- 
fary, ſuch in the Looking :frer, and Atrending \ged, Bed-Ridden, and 
Helpleſs People, ſuch tothe School, ſuch to Initructing thoſe thereunto 
appointed by the Superiours in the uſe of the Hatchel and Wheel. And 
ſuch as Inſtructed at Work on the Stocks of Flax brought into the Houſe 
to be Manur'd by the good Houle-Wives of the Neighbourhood. Much 
more of the (ame Nature might be added, but for brevity fake omitted, 
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